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X- Buxine ’rforld Vfar II » the Japanese exploited the heavy sand at the Tannok*' 
mipg^ e-pproxiia ately seven miles^ south of Kumliwa (iP7-29p 38-18),, in 

Soviet specialists inspected the mine and found tantalum*^* 
there!^Th^mineral was described as blue in coXoTp extremely hard* and 
resistant to hammer hlowSo 5he Soviets state^d that it was a necessary 
ingredient for an undescrlhed ‘^special weapon 

Soviet civilian specialists made frenuent visits 

to the si tec The mine was divided into north and south districts early 
In 1949 i and many large caves ^^ere dug* placed on a ?^4-.hour 

schedule, and a yearly auota of two tons of tantalum was seto There was 
no yield of tantalum in the first six months hut in Jixly, there 

was a production of four tons, which greatly pleased the Soviets^ The 
material vas placed in clean cotton sacks and packed in wooden "boxes'; 
then was removed from the mine in truck® and shipped from }?uinfe^a River 
station "by train to the USSRo 
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The Tannok Mine was a national en terprise of the Uorth Korean government « 
During October and workers from other trades were con- 

scripted to vfork at the mineo and special honu^^es were offered employees 
who overproduced their quotas* , North Korean superintendents at the mine,, 
hov/ever* were no't enthusiastic * 


1 5X1 A -^his mineral was called ‘^thaatariuiii” in tha original 

report o 


25X1 A 


This document is hereby regraded to 
CONr-.?-7V : ML in ' 'ordance with the 
letter - Cc c‘ ::r 1373 from the 
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